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ROTARY DISTRICT 5440 USA

Fall 2010
Dear Applicant,

You have just received your application packet for Rotary's Cowboy Country Youth Exchange District 5440 Youth Exchange Program.  Please look through the materials carefully.  This letter attempts to answer some of the questions you may have.

· Please see the attached calendar and deadlines.  The application is due to the District 5440 Administrative Assistant by October 31st.  Factors in your final country placement include application on time and complete with all forms and signatures; date application received by district; country selections/availability; languages spoken and/or studied; age; club recommendation; district interview; and suitability for country requested.
You and your parents will be required to attend a district interview December 4th, 2010 in Cheyenne, Wyoming and an Orientation weekend, April 15-17, 2010 in Douglas, Wyoming.  There are NO exceptions to this requirement, unless your parents are divorced or separated.  We are including an Interview/Orientation Notice for you, your parents and your school principal to read, sign and return with your application.

· Please use the current version of the application provided by your sponsoring club.     However you must be aware that supplemental information included in this packet is not part of the web page application and must be returned with the application!  DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, USE AN OUTDATED APPLICATION.
· The form – “Application for a Rotary Long-Term Youth Exchange Program” - needs Adobe Acrobat Reader to successfully download and read the application.  Upon downloading the form, you may complete most of the application on your computer.

· The application fee is $600.  This fee includes costs for administering the program, mailing of documents, the Rotary Youth Exchange blazer and registration with Bokoff-Kaplan Travel, the travel agency we require all students to utilize in booking their travel and obtaining their visa documents.  A $400 refund will be made if you are not accepted for placement.  If you withdraw from the program after acceptance by host country, no refund will be made and you will be required to reimburse your sponsoring Rotary club for any application fees they contributed.  

· The application fee does not include a health insurance and personal liability policy that is required by Rotary.  The Rotary International Youth Exchange Program has ruled that to assure the complete medical insurance coverage for all exchange students we MUST require that each student be insured with a specific Rotary-compliant plan before they leave the United States.  Because so many of you will be required to purchase an insurance policy through the country of your exchange, we no longer include the cost of a required plan in the standard application fee.  If you are not required to purchase a plan in the host country, you will be required to purchase a plan through CISI/Bolduc Insurance which will be paid near the time of Outbound Orientation (approximately $300).
· Before filling out the Country Preference Form, do a little research.  Be very sure you know something about the country or geographical area that you are selecting.  Please follow the instructions on that form carefully.  We have absolutely no control over the age and language requirements that are listed.  When writing your essays (both in English and the relevant foreign language) do not mention the name of a specific country.   The countries requested and the available slots do not always match.  For instance, we frequently have several first requests for Australia with only one possible slot.  We do our best to match students with suitable countries.

Although not all countries require previous study of their language, they do require that you learn the language after you arrive.  This is done much more quickly than you think.  Some countries sponsor a language camp that you will be required to attend.  In all cases you cannot hope to become a part of that country and learn its culture without speaking the language.  
More and more countries listed require that you make a personal appearance in order to obtain your student visa.  We have no control over which countries choose to require personal appearances but we try to let you know of these requirements prior to your final country selection.  Typically this will involve a trip to Houston or San Francisco.
To submit your application, or if you have further questions, please contact your local Rotary Club representative:

Adam Beaupre

970-367-6052

Adam.beaupre@vectrabank.com.
He will either know the answers or can get them quickly from a member of the District Committee.

Thank you for your interest in the Rotary Youth Exchange Program.  We look forward to receiving your application.

Sincerely,

Bobbe Fitzhugh, Chairman
Cowboy Country Youth Exchange
District 5440 Chairman

873 Esterbrook Road

Douglas, WY  82633

(307)358-6457 (home)

(307)359-3311 (cell)
bobbefitzhugh@gmail.com 
